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 INTRODUCTION 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Key Stage 4 Pathway Choices 
Your child will soon be making important decisions concerning the courses they will study next 
year, leading to GCSE, BTEC, and other qualifications.  Our Pathways are designed to make 
those choices more relevant to their aptitude and abilities; lead on to courses at 16; be more 
motivating and lead to maximum overall achievement. 
 
There are three Pathways - different routes which should give your child the best chance of 
achieving at the highest level. These are: 
 

 Extended  

 Open  

 Specialist Vocational 
 
Open Pathway students can choose four subjects from the range available but will need to 
remember that some Vocational choices will count as two options. To ensure a broad and 
balanced curriculum they must choose at least one of the following subjects: 
 

 Geography 

 History 

 French 

 Spanish 
 
English Baccalaureate (EBACC) 
This is not a separate qualification, but is achieved by those who attain a grade 5 at GCSE or 
better in all of the following: English, Mathematics, Science, Modern Foreign Language and a 
Humanity (History or Geography). If students study and do well in these subjects it reflects that 
they have successfully studied a broad and balanced curriculum which will enhance their 
applications to universities, apprenticeships and a wide range of careers in the future. 
The decisions and choices your child makes will be important for their future careers.  It is 
important that you find out as much information as possible about the courses they are interested 
in.  To help you and your child, the information in the Pathways booklet will be useful but also the 
Options Evening on Monday 11th March at 6pm will give you the opportunity to see subject 
presentations about the courses and examples of students’ work.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs G Endacott 
Vice Principal
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A FLOW CHART OF THE OPTIONS PROCEDURE 
 
 

  
Year 8 Reports 

issued to parents 
 

21st December 2018 

 

KS4 Options Booklet  
with recommended 
pathways issued 

 
25th January 2019 

    
 

    

Straw poll (w/c 28 Jan) 
followed by option block 

distribution 
 

Week commencing 
1st March 2019 

    
 

    

Options Evening 
 

Monday 11th March 2019 
at 6pm 

    
 

Analysis of returns 
 

April  2019 
 

Option forms deadline 
returned to tutors 

 
28th March 2019 

 
Time for students to seek 

further information and  
advice from teachers 

     

Review of option choices 
by subject teachers 

    

     

Individual student 
interviews where  

guidance necessary 
 

April  2019 

 
Confirmation of students' 

choices to parents 
 

June 2019 

  

  
   

  

Start of 
Year 9 

 
Sept  2019 
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KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 2019-2022 
 

All Open Pathway students follow the core curriculum.  This includes: 
 

 English Language, English Literature 

 EPR 

 Enrichment - Careers, PSHE, Citizenship 

 Mathematics 

 Physical Education 

 Science - students will follow the GCSE Double Award. 
 

Students must choose four subjects: 
 

To ensure a broad and balanced curriculum, students must choose at least one 
of the following subjects: 
 
 Geography, History, French, Spanish 
 

 Art and Design GCSE  

 Business GCSE 

 Child Development BTEC 

 Construction (single) 

 Creative Media Production BTEC 

 Design and Technology GCSE 

 Engineering BTEC 

 Geography GCSE 

 Hairdressing City and Guilds Level 2 

 Health and Social Care BTEC 

 History GCSE 

 Hospitality and Catering WJEC 

 Modern Foreign Languages: French GCSE 

 Modern Foreign Languages: Spanish GCSE 

 Music Performance BTEC 

 Performing Arts: Dance BTEC 

 Performing Arts: Drama BTEC 

 Photography GCSE 

 Physical Education First in Sport BTEC 

 Religious Studies GCSE 
 
Students can choose one of the following Specialist Vocational Pathways, but 
these count as two options: 
 

 Construction 

 Vehicle Technology 
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New Grading Structure 
 

GCSE grading has changed and is now graded from 9 to 1, instead of A* to G. 
 

 
 

 

BTEC 

A BTEC ‘Pass’ is approximately equal to a good pass at GCSE.  Merit, 
Distinction and Distinction* grades are also achieveable and are approximately 
equal to the higher grades at GCSE.
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CORE 
CURRICULUM 
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 CORE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
AND ENGLISH LITERATURE 
GCSE 

What Will I do?  
 
In Year 9 you will start your English Language and English Literature GCSEs.  You will 
follow the AQA specifications and will take all exams at the end of Year 11. 
 
During the course you will have the opportunity to experience a range of activities and 
texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st century. In Year 9 you will also complete your speaking 
and listening assessment. This will be awarded as either a Pass, Merit or Distinction. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need to read for both pleasure and purpose on 
a regular basis.  A willingness to participate fully in speaking and listening tasks is also 
essential, along with a creative and critical approach to your writing. All of the exams 
are closed book so you will need to revise and prepare thoroughly for all assessments. 
 

During this course, you will … 

During this course, you will be working towards the revised GCSE subject content 
(Grades 1-9). All assessment tasks during Year 9 will prepare you for the standard 
required for the new GCSEs. In Year 11 you will complete two exams for English 
Language and two exams for English Literature. For further information, please visit 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse. 
 
For further information see Mrs Atkinson. 

  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse


 

 8 

  

CORE ENRICHMENT CAREERS, 

PSHE and CITIZENSHIP 

What Will I do? 

We believe that every student should leave school as a well-rounded young person able to make a positive 
contribution to society. With this in mind we have developed an enrichment programme to support the 
curriculum and school qualifications. It is important that each student has a healthy mind, a healthy body and 
healthy relationships. It is with these aims that we have developed our Enrichment programme. Three times in 
an academic year the school curriculum is suspended for a day at a time for students to engage with the 
Enrichment programme. The students are usually taught in their tutor group either by their tutor or by visiting 
speakers. 

 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

You will need to relate what you do in the school curriculum with everyday life to see how they contribute to 
each other and can help with your future.   
You can use the Pixl Edge application to record activities to evidence the skills needed to be successful in life 
after school. You should aim to achieve Apprentice and Graduate levels by the end of Year 11 but you can 
progress further should you wish to. 

 
During this course, you will cover… 
Personal, social, health and economic education. (PSHE) This will focus on  

 Sex and relationship education. The importance of forming positive relationships and understanding the 
changes that happen to students during this time at school. (This is supported by the science 
curriculum) 

 Personal Education. A growing awareness of self and self-esteem, including strategies and skills for 
handling anxiety. The effect and impact of drug and alcohol will be part of this curriculum. 

 Social Education. Your relationships and feelings and responsibilities towards other. Topics such as 
anti-bullying and strategies for handling online relationships are looked at. 

 Financial health. An awareness of the importance of handling money well. 
Aspects of the Citizenship Curriculum. 

 Contribution to charity fundraising. Every year each year group will be responsible for taking a whole 
school lead for raising money for a charity which might be local, national or international.  

 The importance of democracy. Each year tutor groups elect representatives for the student voice 
groups. We also take part in mock elections to mirror the elections that occur nationally. 

Careers education, information and guidance. (CEIAG) 

 Preparation for Work Experience in Year 10. This includes writing a CV, letter of application and mock 
interviews 

 Enterprise project in Year 9. Working as a team to fulfil a brief and make a pitch “Dragon’s Den” style. 

 Your next steps day? A day with visiting employers helping our students look at choices post-16 and 
post-18 years old. 

 Careers advice opportunities in Year 11. Interviews one to one with school staff and Careers South 
West staff to provide independent impartial career advice and guidance. 

 
We will actively encourage the following key skills over the next 3 years  

 Resilience – looking at perseverance and sustained personal growth towards a goal. 

 Communication – looking at persuasion and helping to make people think/act/feel differently. 

 Initiative – being proactive using drive, impetus, zeal and self-motivation. 

 Organisation – encompassing planning and bringing ideas or people together to a focus. 

 Leadership – focussing on people by directing/managing groups or individuals. 
 
There is no examination in this course.  For further information see Mr Willmott. 
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CORE EPR 
What Will I do?  

Ethics 
Philosophy 
Religion 
 
In EPR, you will follow the Devon SACRE guidelines. 
 
You will discuss, debate, and engage with current affairs and challenge your ideas and 
beliefs about a range of relevant life issues. 
 
You will be building on work covered in KS3 EPR you will tackle issues such as 
relationships, life and death, the world, the origin and value of human life from religious 
and non-religious viewpoints together with beliefs and teaching of Christianity and 
Buddhism. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

The desire to question and evaluate different viewpoints as well as a willingness to 
contribute to class discussions and debates. You will love questioning everything and 
arguing with your peers about challenging questions.  You will need to work hard and 
complete homework. 
 

During this course, you will … 

In EPR, you are encouraged to think logically, critically and methodically so preparing 
you for Further Education or the world of work eg: management, teaching, business, 
social work, childcare etc.  You will cover a range of ethical, philosophical and religious 
issues where you will be encouraged to think about the concepts of right and wrong 
and develop as a moral human being. 
 
For further information see Miss Nash. 
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 CORE MATHEMATICS GCSE 
What Will I do?  

During this course you will continue to study all aspects of Mathematics and build upon 
the work covered in KS3. We will be following the new GCSE course and all students will 
take the exam at the end of Year 11. There are 3 exam papers. One non-calculator and 
two calculator papers.   
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need to build upon the progress you have made 
in KS3, complete all work set, participate fully in class, bring the correct equipment to 
lessons including protractor, compass and calculator, and develop independent learning 
skills to help you prepare for the examination. 
 

During this course, you will ...  

During this course, you will complete GCSE at either Foundation or Higher Level. There 
is no course work in GCSE Mathematics. 
 
For further information see Mr Humphrey. 

  



 

 11 

CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
What Will I do? 

Within core PE you will take part in one double practical PE lesson a week. Throughout 
the year you will take part in a variety of sports rotating each half term. Activities will 
include both team and individual sports with focus on increasing your personal skills, 
competence, tactical knowledge and fitness in these activities. There will also be 
opportunities to take part in activities off site, along with specialist activities taught by 
outside coaches.  
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

In order to be successful you will need to approach a range of activities with a positive 
attitude and be able to work well with others. Correct kit for all lessons is needed. 
 

During this course, you will … 

Activities within core PE could include; badminton, volleyball, trampolining, 
cheerleading, hockey, dance, gymnastics, rugby, tag rugby, basketball, zumba, 
football, cricket, fitness, athletics and rounders. 
 
After you have finished this course you will have the knowledge and experiences 
required to live a healthy active lifestyle. Specific sports coaching will also promote skill 
to take part in competitive sports. 
 
For further information see Mr Douglas. 
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CORE SCIENCE  
GCSE Combined Science 
What Will I do?  

You will continue to develop an understanding of the core material in Science during 
Year 9 in preparation for the demands of Years 10 and 11.  

Students will study the AQA specification in Combined Science (Trilogy) and take 
exams at the end of Year 11.  
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need to revise thoroughly and continuously 
throughout the course for each unit test as well as any Pre-Public Exams or terminal 
exams.  You will also need to read around the subject to develop your understanding 
and ensure any work missed through absence is completed. 
 

During this course, you will … 

Complete six external written exams and be tested on the content of the course as well 
as the practical skills you developed over the three years. 
 
After achieving these qualifications, you may be able to progress onto KS5 science 
courses including both A Levels and BTEC Level 3 Applied Sciences.   
 
For further information see Dr Adams. 
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CONSTRUCTION PATHWAY 

What Will I do? 

The construction course is taken over six lessons a week and is an excellent option to take if you are 
interested in a career in the construction industry. The course is assessed through units of both 
practical and theory work. The course provides opportunities for students to develop a range of skills 
and techniques, personal qualities and attitudes, which are essential for a successful career. The 
course is approximately 50/50 practical to theory. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful you will need to have good practical, mathematical and organisational skills. You will 
also need to be able to work with some accuracy and have a genuine interest in the subject. 
 

During this course, you will cover … 
 

During the course you will cover the following mandatory units, some of which are externally 
examined: 

 Construction Technology   

 Construction and Design  

 Scientific and Mathematical Applications for Construction  

 Sustainability in the Construction Industry 

 
Optional units traditionally cover: 

 Carpentry and Joinery Principles Techniques  

 Brickwork and Blockwork Principles Techniques  

 Painting and Decorating Principles  

 Plumbing Principles and Techniques  

 
Students will also participate in a range of construction site visits in order for them to witness the 
professional craftspeople and site managers going about their work and view for themselves the 
processes studied. An element of the course involves investigating career options in the industry. 
 
The course is based on providing students with the skills and knowledge that they will need in order to 
work in the construction industry. The course can also be customised to the individual students’ needs 
to ensure that they are working on those areas where they specifically have a passion. Classes tend 
to be small in order to give lots of one on one support. 
 
Sixth Form Pathways are in place to study the subject further and link with work experience in order to 
gain employment in this field. 
 
For further information see Miss Edwards. 
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VEHICLE TECHNOLOGY 
PATHWAY 

What Will I do?  

This is a great choice if you’re interested in working in any part of the motor trade, or 
even if you just intend to own a car when you get older! 
You will be working with cars, in a specialist car repair workshop, using professional 
mechanics tools. For safety you will need to wear overalls and steel toe cap boots. 
Routine servicing, such as changing oil and filters, repairing brakes and changing an 
exhaust system are all covered on this two year course.  You can’t fix something unless 
you know how it works, so you will learn all about how engines run and what all the 
parts do, as well as the basics of gear boxes, steering and suspension and how cars 
are made. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To compile a folder of photographs, written worksheets and witness statements 
showing your practical ability and understanding of the course content. You will also 
have to complete multiple choice online examinations. 
 

During this course you will… 

On successful completion of this course you will be awarded an Institute of Motor 
Industries Certificate in Service and Maintenance Engineering for the Automotive 
Industry.  Some of the units you will cover are Health and Safety, Routine Servicing 
and Engineering. Year 9 will be a Foundation year where you work on gaining the skills 
and knowledge needed for Years 10 and 11. 
 
This qualification may lead to a modern apprenticeship or progression to a higher level 
Diploma in Year 12. The very least you can expect is the ability to keep your own car in 
a safe, reliable and roadworthy condition. 
 
For further information see Miss Edwards. 
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ART AND DESIGN GCSE 
What Will I do? 

During the course you will learn a wide range of practical skills all supported through 
art, history and cultural contexts. The skills that you develop will include traditional 
drawing, painting, three dimensional work such as ceramics and card construction, as 
well as printmaking and new media such as photography. You will be sourcing ideas 
through your powers of observation and your imagination. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need to have taken a keen interest in Art and 
Design activities throughout Years 7 and 8. You will gather together a portfolio of your 
practical and theoretical work throughout the course, known as Unit 1, which will count 
for 60% of the final marks. In the last term of the course you will be set an external 
assignment which carries the other 40% of the marks. As with all GCSE Art courses, 
homework forms a big part of the coursework and you will be expected to complete the 
given tasks on a weekly basis in your sketchbooks. These tasks carry many of your 
final marks and form a big part of your learning. You will need to have independent 
learning skills and be happy to undertake practical and theoretical work at home to 
support your classroom based learning. 
 

During this course, you will cover … 

During this course, you will have been working towards achieving a GCSE qualification.   
After you have finished this course you may be able to progress onto further post-16 
courses. This in turn can take you on towards a degree and a career in the visual arts 
e.g. graphic design, illustration, advertising, theatre and events design, 3D design, TV, 
and so on.  
 
For further information see Miss Ousley. 
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OCR GCSE (9–1) IN BUSINESS  
GCSE 

What will I do?  

Learn about the world of business and study what makes someone a successful 
business person. You will find out how to develop an idea, spot an opportunity and turn 
that into a successful business. You will investigate existing companies, both large and 
small and understand business finance. You will get an understanding of the 
importance of business and trade to the local, national and world economies and the 
factors that can influence economic growth. You will learn from visits to businesses and 
visiting speakers.  Annually we play the interactive student investor challenge to learn 
about the stock market. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need a real interest in business, perhaps you 
have wondered about recession, inflation and tax, or had an idea that could work as a 
business. Come and learn all about it and how to be the next entrepreneur and what 
successful people like Lord Sugar and Sir Richard Branson did to make their fortunes. 
 

During this course, you will cover ... 

During this course, you will be assessed through two examinations at the end of Year 
11 which will consist of factual question and answer elements in addition to open 
elements where you will apply your business skills to develop a solution based on the 
evidence provided.  
 
After you have finished this course you will be able to progress to a Level 3 course 
which will allow you to go to University and study Business or go straight into 
employment either directly or through an apprenticeship scheme. 
 
For further information see Mr Feeney. 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT  
BTEC 

What will I do?  

You will study all about children’s play, learning and development – a growth industry 
where formal qualifications are now mandatory.  This worthwhile, rewarding 
qualification will inspire you to work in the Early Years or related sectors. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will have to have an interest in child development, 
play and learning from birth to eight years of age. You will learn about Patterns of child 
development; Promoting children’s development through play and the principles of 
Early Years practice. 
 

During this course, you will cover …  

During this course, you will be assessed through a number of assignments, activities 
and presentations internally assessed and externally checked.  The qualification will 
eventually have a small external assessment. Those who complete before the end of 
Year 11 will be given the opportunity to additionally complete a course which includes 
responsibilities of parenting and babysitting.  We feel this is a relevant course for those 
interested in childcare and who may have part time jobs working with young children. 
 
After you have finished this course you may be able to progress onto post-16 courses 
in Health & Social care, the CACHE Level 2/3 Diploma in Childcare or an 
apprenticeship. 
 
For further information please contact Miss Vaughan. 
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CONSTRUCTION Single Option 

What will I do?  

The construction course is taken over three lessons a week and is a good option to 
take if you are interested in a career in the construction industry. The course is 
assessed through 4 units of work and will include a number of externally examined 
units as well as some internally assessed coursework. The course provides 
opportunities for students to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal 
qualities and attitudes, essential for a successful career. The course is approximately 
80/20 theory to practical. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful you will need to have good mathematical, organisational and practical 
skills. You will also need to be able to work with accuracy and have a genuine interest 
in the subject. 
 

During this course, you will cover …  

During the course you will traditionally cover the following mandatory units which will be 
a mixture of both internal and external assessment: 
 

Construction Technology  
Construction and Design  
Scientific and Mathematical Applications for Construction  
Exploring Carpentry and Joinery Principles Techniques  
 
There are also lots of practical opportunities where you can learn about painting and 
decorating, brick and block laying, plumbing and carpentry. It is hoped that we will also 
be able to undertake site visit to some local construction projects. 
 
The course is based on providing students with the skills and knowledge that they will 
need in order to work in the construction industry.  
 
This course can be extended into the Sixth Form and can be mixed with work 
experience in order to gain further qualifications and a job in the industry. 100% of our 
students gain an apprenticeship at the end of Year 12.  
 
For further information see Miss Edwards. 
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CREATIVE MEDIA 
PRODUCTION 
BTEC (Level 2) 
What will I do?  

You will develop skills in developing electronic products for consumers using 
professional software packages. This course focuses on the design and creation of 
digital assets for use in your final products. The course consists of three units of work, 
the first examines audio/moving, print and interactive media products(web, game, AR, 
VR), unit two looks at developing skills in creating assets for use in those three media 
product types and unit three looks at an extended project in developing a response to a 
brief using your media of choice. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

You will be curious, creative and enjoy using a computer to create and repurpose 
media whether it is creating, movies, posters, games VR experiences or special effects. 
You will have an eye for design and be able to “think outside the box”, having a good 
imagination is essential to be able to realise your creative idea on the screen. 
 

During this course, you will cover ... 

The course is all about creating content for end users, in this course you will cover 
aspects such as digital video creation and editing, web design, elements of app 
development. You will develop a critical understanding of digital media in terms of print 
layout and design and photo editing skills in addition to developing creative 
experiences with interactive media such as  video game development and emerging 
technology in Augmented and Virtual reality 
 
This course is a superb stepping stone to study at TCS6 where you will be able to 
progress to Cambridge Technical Level 3 in IT, Level 3 Creative Media or A-level 
Computer Science.  
 
For more information see Mr Feeney. 
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Design & Technology  
(Textiles or Timbers specialism) 

GCSE 
What Will I do?  
Students will develop critical-creative thinking, problem spotting and problem solving skills. This 
knowledge will then be harnessed with key maths and related science understanding to design and 
make prototypes that solve authentic real life problems.  In this course, students will iteratively design 
and manufacture prototypes using their practical skills, computer aided manufacturing and 3D 
printing. It is a highly creative course which allows learning through practical activity. 
Students will gain a core knowledge of a wide range of materials however, they will need to 
specialise in one particular material area which will be either natural and manufactured timbers or 
Textiles.   

This new specification syllabus will examine students in two ways.  50% of the marks will come from 
an ‘Iterative design challenge’. Learners will produce a portfolio of design work and one final 
prototype. This will be non-exam assessment and will be in students’ specialist material area. The 
50% written paper will then test students on both their ‘Core’ knowledge of design and technology 
principles and their ‘in depth’ knowledge of at least one main material area from either the Timber or 

Textiles pathway. 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 
GCSE Design and Technology will suit students who like learning through practical experimentation. 
They will enjoy working with new materials, processes and techniques. They will relish being 
stretched to the limit and challenged to learn new skills and technology. They will ideally have a 

creative nature and like problem solving. 

During this course, you will cover ... 
Year 9 and Year 10 will have a strong practical and core knowledge focus with a wide range of 
exciting products produced in a range of material areas. There will be an emphasis on the iterative 
design process where students continually evaluate their own work to make incremental 
improvements. Key technical knowledge will be gained in the full range of materials which includes 
woods, metals, plastics, boards, textiles, modern materials and smart materials. Science and Maths 
knowledge will be practically applied when testing material properties, forces of movement and 
electronic systems and processes. Maths knowledge will be applied within the context area to make 
calculations in cost, profit, material area and units of measurement.  
Throughout all 3 years students will analyse a wide variety of products looking at function, materials, 
sustainability, ergonomics and aesthetics. In the last 18 months of the course students will focus 
entirely on their chosen/ specialist material area in order to gain the key understanding and skills 
needed. In Year 11 students will focus on their design and make challenge coursework from a 
selection of context areas supplied as well as preparing for their written exam. 
 
Design and Technology is the pivotal subject in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths). STEM based careers remain a key focus area for many of the emerging jobs and industry in 
the world. 
 
For further information see Miss Edwards. 
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ENGINEERING BTEC Level 2 
What Will I do?  

This BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Engineering looks at: Embedding a wide range of engineering 
skills; studying new developments in materials and engineering technology through a broad range of 
industrial visits; investigating and working to high levels of health and safety; using Computer Aided 
Design in 2D and 3D packages, Manufacturing and making prototypes to detailed specifications; 
understanding sectors of Engineering and the structures of local and multinational companies; 
investigating engineered products through analysis and disassembly and understanding metals and 
polymers through their properties and working characteristics. The focus of the course will be to 
provide an engaging, robust and broad-based introduction to engineering which reflects the needs of 
employers and higher and further education professionals. 

 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be able to focus on the task in hand. You will be expected to work safely at all times. You will enjoy 
problem solving and will be capable of working independently. You should be able to work with 
accuracy and care. You will be a practical person who enjoys the workshop environment. You will 
enjoy a challenge and will not give up when things do not go to plan the first time around. You will be 
well organised and have good time management skills. You will also be prepared to come in outside 
of lessons if you fall behind schedule or need more one to one help.  
 
The biggest factor is that the student is genuinely interested in the subject and is prepared to work 
hard. This course is demanding in its high levels of coursework evidence which will require sitting at a 
computer and working practically. 

 

During this course, you will cover ... 

During this course, you will complete both written portfolio evidence and practically assessed tasks in 
the first two units of work. In unit 3 – the external exam; learners will apply the developed skills they 
have learnt in problem solving, design and communication to respond to an Engineering brief set by 
the exam board. The exam will take place in two parts over three and a half hours. Some of this will 
be supervised practical testing of materials and scientific principles. 
 
Students will work in metals, plastics, electronics and smart materials to complete high quality work. 
They will aim to work to industry standards and follow detailed specifications. 
 
The course can lead to a multitude of career options in Engineering, Architecture, Computer Aided 
Design or any of the 3D design fields. The course can also lead directly to an Engineering 
apprenticeship at 16 or onto a Level 3 Engineering course that students can take at TCS. The BTEC 
Level 2 Tech award is valued by employers in the engineering industry as well as leading to the BTEC 
Level 3 Engineering courses that are endorsed both by Universities, Engineering companies and the 
Royal Academy of Engineers who all have a hand in designing the criteria for the syllabuses. 
 
For further information see Miss Edwards. 
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GEOGRAPHY GCSE 
What will I do?  

During the course you will study a huge range of topics that help explain the complex, 
diverse and fast changing world we live in. Topics will cover a wide range of issues and 
places from population to globalisation. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need to be interested in the world around you, 
how it works, why it is the way it is and how it is changing. You will need to work hard, 
revise for exams, go on field trips and have lots of fun. 
 

During this course, you will cover ... 

For example:  Challenge of Natural Hazards, Physical Landscapes in the UK, The 
Living World (rainforests), Urban Challenges (megacities and slums), The Changing 
Economic World (development of countries), The Challenge of Resource Management 
and of course Fieldwork (at least two contrasting pieces). 
 
After you have finished this course you will be able to progress on to do Level 3 
qualifications. Geographers are highly employable as they develop a vast range of 
skills. Whether you want to work for a multinational company, predict volcanic 
eruptions, travel the world, work for an aid agency, become an environmental 
campaigner, work out in the environment or become Prime Minister – Geography is the 
subject for you. 
 
For further information see your Geography teacher for more details. 
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HAIRDRESSING  
City and Guilds Level 2 

What Will I do?  

You will study all about Hair and Beauty.  You will use the facilities in the hair dressing 
salon, learning about styling, shampooing and conditioning, applying make-up and nail 
art. You will have the use of computers to research aspects of the history of Hair and 
Make-up and also to create new looks, that you can later create.  Most of our students 
have gone on to have a career in hairdressing. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need to have a real interest in hair and beauty. 
 

During this course, you will cover …  

During this course, you will be assessed through producing your own portfolios.  The 
course will be mainly practical with a course work element, including pictures and 
photographs and an external assessment at the end of the course. 
 
You will have a City & Guilds Level 2 qualification.  You may then be able to progress 
to further post-16 courses and apprenticeships.  
 
For further information contact Mr Feeney. 
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
BTEC (Level 2) 

What will I do?  

You will study communication, individual needs and healthy/unhealthy lifestyle choices, 
drugs, alcohol, smoking and diet. You will understand aspects of personal 
development, and the health, social care and early years. 
 
You will study working and caring in the Health and Social care sector and the various 
occupations that are available.  The course is interesting and diverse. 
Visits to work placements and visiting speakers will be arranged. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need to have a real interest in caring for 
people. You will also need to have a mature approach toward sensitive issues. You will 
achieve a qualification that will give you access to studying for allied medical 
professions or social work. 
 

During this course, you will ... 

During this course, you will be assessed through an external exam and an element of 
controlled assessment which Is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
 
After you have finished this course you will possess the necessary knowledge and 
skills to progress onto Level 3 Health and Social Care courses.  Should you wish to 
have a career in Nursing, Medicine, Social Work, Physiotherapy or allied professions, 
this is an ideal course for you. 
 
For further information see Mr Feeney. 
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HISTORY GCSE 
What Will I do?  

The course is being developed to cover a range of topics covering British and World 
History, such as Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, Crime and Punishment through 
time, The America West, The USA 1954-75 conflict at home and abroad.   
 
An understanding of the past and its patterns enhances one's ability to understand the 
present and the future.  We look at the events and people that have shaped today’s 
world. You develop skills in communication, analysis, and research which prepare you 
for A-levels and the world of work. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need to enjoy History and complete home 
learning tasks such as research and revision. History is a written subject, so you will 
also have to be happy to write extended answers. 
 

After you have completed this course... 

You will receive a highly regarded GCSE and a rounded education. History 
complements all other subjects – it balances Maths and Science with its social and 
emotional elements and it promotes an enhanced understanding of the world alongside 
other humanities subjects such as Geography and Religious Studies.  
 
History students will benefit from the GCSE in all future education and employment. 
History students work in a huge variety of occupations, with graduates ranging from 
lawyers, business-owners, museum directors, doctors, archivists, politicians, political 
consultants, judges, farmers, chefs, military officers, police officers, government 
strategists, journalists, and of course teachers and professors of History. In fact MI5 
specifically recruit employees with a History qualification. 
 
For further information see Miss Nash. 
 

 

  



 

 28 

Hospitality and Catering WJEC 
Level 2 
What will I do?  

Develop your cookery skills by learning traditional and contemporary cookery methods. 
Gain confidence in cooking a wide range of ingredients and using different equipment. 
Learn about the nutritional value of foods. 
Be introduced to the Catering industry through visits, visiting chefs, outside speakers, 
role play and work place case studies. 
Be inspired and enthused to consider a career in the hospitality industry, which is one 
of the largest in the UK. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To have a genuine interest in working within the Catering Industry and have a passion 
for working with food.  
To be an aspiring Chef, Hotelier or Entrepreneur looking to develop your own 
hospitality business in the future 
To be prepared to broaden your knowledge of a wide range of different foods 
Work hard in every lesson and meet all course deadlines. 
Be well organised to ensure that ingredients are provided as required.as required. 
 

During this course, you will cover ...  

Understand the environment in which hospitality and catering providers operate by 
describe the operation of the kitchen and how the front of house work. 
How to prepare and store equipment and utensils for cooking  
Understand the recipes for cooking (food science and the working characteristics of 
ingredients/nutrition, healthy eating and exploring balanced diets/special diets) 
Skills for food preparation, processing, cooking, menu planning and budgeting 
Students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills which are essential to the 
modern day work place. This is a vocational study course with opportunities to 
experience a wide range of work related learning.

The assessment for the WJEC Level 2 Certificate in Hospitality and Catering consists 
of two types of assessment: portfolio of evidence which includes a practical cooking 
assessment and an on-line external assessment.  
 
For further information see Mrs Robinson. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES 
FRENCH GCSE 

What Will I do?  

During the French course in Year 9 you will learn to understand French in a lot more 
situations:  

 Your leisure  
 Home life  
 Holidays   
 Fashion  

 

Within these units you will learn to use a wider range of structures including different 
tenses and giving varied opinions.  You will develop practical skills in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing and you will be assessed in all four skills.  
 

Life skills include: 
 Communication skills 

 Problem solving  

 Independent learning e.g. through using dictionaries  

 Understanding other cultures 

 

Makes your CV stand out! 
Students with language skills and qualifications are highly thought of in the modern 
world. A language qualification will help you when applying for further study or a job; 
good communicators are in demand and you will have more opportunities to work 
abroad or with UK companies with international links. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

 To be able to communicate clearly in French 

 Be prepared to build on the vocabulary and grammar you have already learned. 

 Be willing to speak spontaneously from picture or written prompts 

 

During this course, you will cover ... 

In Years 10 and 11 you will work towards GCSE. You will then be able to progress to 
Advanced level. 
 
For further information see Mrs Browning. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES 
SPANISH GCSE 

What Will I do?  

During the Spanish course in Year 9 you will learn to understand Spanish in a lot more 
situations:  

 Daily life  

 Going out  

 Holidays 

 Food and meals 
Within these units you will learn to use a wider range of structures including different 
tenses and giving varied opinions. You will develop practical skills in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing and you will be assessed in all four skills.  
 
Life skills include: 

 Communication skills  

 Problem solving 

 Independent learning eg. through using dictionaries  

 Understanding other cultures  

Make your CV stand out! 
Students with language skills and qualifications are highly thought of in the modern 
world. A language qualification makes your CV stand out when applying for further 
study or a job; good communicators are in demand and you will have more 
opportunities to work abroad or with UK companies with international links. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

 To be able to communicate clearly in Spanish  

 To be prepared to build on the vocabulary and grammar you have already 
learned. 

 To be willing to speak spontaneously from picture or written prompts 

During this course, you will cover ... 

In Years 10 and 11 you will work towards GCSE. You will then be able to progress to 
Advanced level. 
 
For further information see Mrs Browning. 
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MUSIC PRACTICE  
BTEC Level 1 / Level 2 

What Will I do?  

You will be developing your skills in 3 component  areas: 

 Develop appreciation of styles and genres of music 

 Exploring professional and commercial skills for the music industry 

 Understand how to respond to a commercial music brief 
 
During the course you will study a variety of different musical styles and gain an insight 
into how the Music Industry works by exploring a variety of career options and 
pathways within the industry.  
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

You will need to be able to perform on an instrument or sing and have an interest and 
an enthusiasm for music. 
 

During this course, you will cover ... 

Students will practically explore a range of musical styles and genres and identify. They 
will listen to, perform and share a diverse range of music across a range of musical 
styles. 
Through performances of contemporary music learners will develop personal and 
professional skills which will culminate in several performances throughout the course. 
Students take on an Industry based tasks that explores the features of a commercial 
music brief. These being: 

 Take part in performance workshops, focusing on different musical styles and 
genres. 

 Perform and record as a group or as a soloist.  

 Visit Theatres, TV Studios, Radio Stations and other industry based venues. 

 Devise and put on a performance –Marketing, Technical set up, and Evaluation. 

 Create and implement a self-development plan, tracking the progress of skills 
over a period of time. 

 Final  public performance   
 
For further information see Mr Saturley. 
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PERFORMING ARTS: DANCE 
BTEC Level 2  
What Will I do?  

The course aims to provide an engaging and stimulating introduction into the world of performing arts, 
giving learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills, techniques and personal attributes 
essential for successful performance in working life.  More specifically, you will have the opportunity to 
study a range of Dance styles, take part in workshops and practical activities to develop these styles, 
create performance pieces that you will perform to large audiences and attend trips to appreciate 
Dance in its real-life/professional setting. 

 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To have a real interest in Dance and willingness to learn new ideas and techniques.  Although a 
background in Dance is not essential, you must be willing to work hard, listen to feedback and 
improve.  It is a demanding course so you must have an excellent track record of high participation in 
PE lessons with good personal organisation. Finally, the confidence to perform in front of large 
audiences and your peers is essential. 

 

During this course, you will cover …  

Three Components.  Firstly, you will ‘Explore the Performing Arts’ by examining professional dance 
works across a range of styles and investigate the processes used to create a performance.  
 
Secondly, you will ‘Develop Skills and Techniques’ by taking part in workshops and classes where 
you will develop technical, practical and interpretative skills through the rehearsal and performance 
process.  Throughout your development, you will review your own progress and consider how to make 
improvements.  These two Units make up 65% of your overall grade and are assessed internally by 
your teacher. 
 
Finally, the Component ‘Performing to a Brief’ requires learners to respond to specific instructions set 
by the exam board.  You will be asked to consider a target audience and to start the creative process 
by using a given stimulus. Working as part of a group, you will develop your ideas for a workshop 
performance and apply your skills and techniques to communicate your creative intentions.  This Unit 
is externally assessed and makes up 35% of the overall grade. 
 
On completion of this course, you will be able to progress onto a Level 3 course in Performing Arts: 
Dance, or a variety of sports related courses at post-16 level. This course cannot be taken alongside 
the Drama course. 
 
For further information see Miss Moloney. 
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PERFORMING ARTS: DRAMA 
BTEC Level 2 

What Will I do?  

You will explore a variety of different genres, acting styles and stimuli and gain an 
understanding of these in performance. 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

You must have shown an enthusiasm and enjoyment of Drama in Year 8. There is a 

large performance element in the course and all students participate. The course 

demands commitment, concentration and the ability to work as a member of a group. 

You will be required to attend additional rehearsals leading up to performances and 

examinations.  
 

During this course, you will cover ... 

You will complete a Level 2 Tech Award in Performing Arts (Acting). During this you will 
learn about specific acting skills and develop your understanding of different genres 
and styles of theatrical performance. The work is structured to simulate what it is 
actually like to work as an actor in the Performing Arts industry.  
 
Components address the following:  

 An understanding of the key practitioners of modern theatre and how to apply 

their methods.  

 Developing your voice and physicality to enable you to create clearly defined 

characters and improve your versatility as a performer 

 Learning effective devising skills to shape and create original and imaginative 

theatre from a stimulus.  

The course may lead onto a Level 3 qualification in a related area. Drama is also 
excellent at developing confidence and communication skills which are required in most 
industries and as essential life skills. This course cannot be taken alongside the Drama 
course. 
 
For further information see Mr Mearns. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE 
What Will I do?  

During the course you will learn through historical and cultural contexts, a wide range of 
practical and creative photographic skills. These skills will include building your own 
pinhole camera, how to use the darkroom safely and effectively, as well as a range of 
digital photographic techniques incorporating relevant Adobe Photoshop techniques. 
You will source ideas from the work of other artists whilst using your powers of 
observation and your imagination. You will cover the major disciplines of both chemical 
and digital photography focusing on pinhole, photogram, documentary, portraiture, 
pattern and texture and macro photography as well as stop frame animation. 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To be successful in this course, you will need to have taken a keen interest in art and 
design activities throughout Years 7 and 8. You will be gathering together a portfolio of 
your practical and theoretical work throughout the course, known as UNIT 1, which will 
count for 60% of your final marks. In the last term of the course you will undertake an 
externally set assignment which carries the other 40% of the marks. As with all GCSE 
Art courses, homework forms a big part of the coursework and you will be expected to 
complete the given tasks on a weekly basis in your sketchbooks. These tasks carry 
many of your final marks and form a big part of your learning. 

After you have completed this course you … 

You may be able to progress to a Level 3 qualification in Photography such as the 
Cambridge Technical course. The subject complements other Art and Design courses 
as well as being a subject in its own right with a high standing and relevance to the 
wider world both as a Fine Art medium and in its practical application in many areas 
such as: photojournalism, publishing, editorial photography, freelance commission, 
illustration, graphic design, advertising, medical photography, picture editing, research 
and management, photo agencies and libraries, creative and design practice, 
gallery/museum sector and many more.  There are a growing number of higher 
education and university courses available, which offer photography as a standalone 
subject or as part of a combined course. 
 
For further information see Miss Ousley. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION - 
FIRST IN SPORT BTEC Level 2 
What Will I do? 

The course will be run over three lessons each week. Practical and theory lessons are 
on-going within each section of the syllabus, which are organised into 4 separate units. 
The course is 75% coursework based with 25% of the final grade being an external 
assessment. Assignments & coursework tasks will be set at various junctures during 
the course with strict deadlines for completion. Core units of the course include; 
Practical Sports Performance and Fitness for Sport and Exercise. Two further specialist 
units are then selected from a long list available through the qualification. 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

 To have the ability and personal organisation to complete coursework to a high 
standard, while meeting set deadlines.   

 To have very good English skills and ICT skills to complete assignments to the 
desired level in a variety of different ICT media.  

 To have the flexibility & commitment to attend after school activities & sessions 
where a lot of the leadership theory and practice will be put into action.  

 

After you have completed this course you … 

Will gain a qualification which may allow you to progress onto or a variety of sports 
related courses at post-16 level.  
 

For further information see Mr Douglas. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
GCSE 
What will I do? 

“The modern world needs young people who are sufficiently confident in their own beliefs and values 

that they can respect the religious and cultural differences of others, and contribute to a cohesive and 
compassionate society.” 
 
You will be completing the EDUQAS FULL COURSE GCSE in Religious Studies. 
 
Component 1: Thematic studies 
FOUR religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world 
 

We will be studying 
Theme 1: Issues of Relationships 
Theme 2: Issues of life and death. 
Theme 3: Issues of good and evil. 
Theme 4: Issues of human rights. 
 

Component 2: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices CHRISTIANITY 
Component 3: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices BUDDHISM 
 

To be successful in this course, you will need … 

To develop your knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious beliefs, such as atheism 
and humanism.  You will need to explore ethical debates and philosophical viewpoints, a desire to 
question and evaluate different beliefs as well as a willingness to contribute to class discussions and 
debates.  You will need to work hard and complete homework. 

 

During this course, you will … 

Develop a range of logical, critical and methodical skills that will help to prepare you for a variety of 
careers or for Further Education.  You will cover a vast range of ethical issues where you will be 
encouraged to think about concepts of right and wrong and will learn to be a moral human being. This 
GCSE can lead on to A-level RS or Philosophy. 
 
You will be assessed through three exams in May/June of Year 11 
 
For further information speak to Miss Nash. 
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