
 

 

 

 

 

English 

All pupils study both English Literature and English Language to develop essential critical reading, 

writing and communication skills. Their journey from key stage 2 through to A Level will provide 

exposure to texts which are not only relevant to our world today, but explore the way our world has 

evolved through carefully chosen, rich Literature texts, from Medieval to modern authors. 

Our curriculum in English allows pupils the chance to establish their own voice and viewpoint and 

develop the ability to effectively listen to, and respond to, the viewpoints of others. We carefully 

sequence our curriculum to build on prior learning, initially ascertained through communication with 

local primary schools. Liaising with primary schools has enabled us to create an ambitious KS3 

curriculum, through building upon the high expectations for: knowledge, grammar and presentation, 

set at KS2, resulting in a successful transition to secondary education. Additionally, knowledge of 

content and texts explored during primary education, facilitates text and content choices at KS3, 

resulting in consolidation and development of KS2 knowledge. Our ambitious non-fiction writing unit is 

a direct result of this communication, designed to enhance pupils’ ability to identify and incorporate 

persuasive techniques into writing, with increasing challenge in text choices, such as Animal Farm and 

modern speeches, providing a greater variety of texts and contexts. Introductions to complex concepts, 

such as allegory, are embedded into KS3, to encourage pupils to delve into the hidden meanings within 

texts, becoming critics of literature, whilst effectively preparing them for these complex concepts within 

Jekyll and Hyde and Lord of the Flies, which are studied during KS4. From the beginning of KS3 to the 

end of KS5, our curriculum is carefully sequenced to ensure that pupils are building upon earlier 

learning, and continually support memory recall of this learning, through interleaving and regular 

testing. 

We aim to encourage curiosity, where pupils are praised for engaging with lessons and asking questions 

to build their knowledge. The ability to select, explain and use relevant evidence to support arguments 

and viewpoints as well as think critically about the relevance and reliability of different sources 

underpins most of our key topics. In KS3 English, our vision is to develop pupils’ ability to articulate 

their thoughts and opinions with clarity through reading and discussing a rich array of literature: 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry. We encourage learners to engage with and explore a range of texts so 

that they have a secure understanding of historical, cultural and current affairs. Our KS3 protest 

writing unit introduces pupils to a variety of speeches, historical and modern, which have incited 

changes to society and law; the power of the written and spoken text is central to this unit and we hope 

that it empowers pupils to write and orate their own speeches, for their KS4 speaking and listening 

assessment.   

Alongside effective articulation within writing, oracy is fundamental to the process of learning, but of 

greater importance, it provides pupils with self-confidence, interpersonal skills and awareness of 

situational spoken English. Our KS3 curriculum provides opportunities to develop essential speaking 

and listening skills, through participation in Shakespearean performances and independent formal 



speeches, in which we encourage pupils to share their knowledge of current affairs or topics that 

interest them. We explicitly teach ways in which pupils can present themselves in a variety of formal 

situations, through body language, tone and vocabulary use and we feel that the benefits of these skills 

mean that speaking and listening should be paramount within the English curriculum.     

Reading, analysing, comprehending and responding to a large variety of texts in detail allows students 
to explore new interests and, consequently, read for enjoyment and, subsequently, forge an extensive 
and sophisticated vocabulary that will enhance their own speech and writing; for this reason, reading 
for pleasure is a core part of our KS3 curriculum. Discovering new characters, plots and scenes, enables 
pupils to shape their own writing to be imaginative, engaging and innovative. Our aim as a department 
and a school, alongside the Year 7, 8 and 9 Accelerated Reader programme, is to create a unified focus 
on the importance and value of reading, for purpose and pleasure, to create independent and life-long 
readers. As a school, we recognise that all teachers are teachers of literacy; for this reason, pupils read 
and discuss anthologies of short stories, fiction and non-fiction extracts, with their tutors, which 
introduce them to a range of diverse voices, genres, historical periods and, consequently, the richness of 
vocabulary that forms these written texts.  
 
To become confident and independent readers and learners of English, we recognise that some pupils 
may require additional support, to achieve their potential, inside and outside of school. We have a 
dedicated intervention teacher, to facilitate reading and accelerate progress in English, in a small and 
supportive group setting, developing pupils’ confidence to participate in lessons, alongside a wider 
group of their peers. Within lessons, we ensure that our teaching is differentiated to meet the diverse 
needs of all of our learners, providing appropriate challenge and support, so that all are encouraged to 
reach their academic potential and feel confidence in accessing learning. We actively seek to increase 
pupils’ range of metacognitive strategies, through modelling tasks, writing and examination techniques, 
ensuring constant progression in independence and confidence. Writing frames, sentence starters, peer 
support, success criterion and targeted feedback are regularly incorporated into lessons, to enable all 
pupils to thrive within English.            
 
By KS4, pupils study Literature and Language with equal importance placed on both. We mobilise the 
power of Literature to open doors in thinking and to connect students to the issues, ideas and feelings 
which shape our lives. We want to support students to be able to debate and grapple with big ideas 
whilst seeing the relevance of literary works to today. Therefore, by the end of KS4, pupils have the 
skills, knowledge and understanding to successfully continue onto A Level English. We offer A Level 
English Literature and hope that pupils are inspired, passionate and motivated by their GCSE to 
continue their study.  
 
The KS5 curriculum exposes pupils to texts that are challenging linguistically, conceptually and in their 
content, to effectively prepare pupils for further education. We support pupils in developing their 
academic voice, through modelling to them how to craft their writing and critique texts; engaging with 
literary criticism and varied reception contexts enables students to recognise the power of literature, as 
they explore ways in which history and literature influence and shape one another.    
 

 


