
 

 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
Thank you all for your support this week and for the way that you and your children 
have responded to the sudden news of the school lockdown.  We do appreciate how 
unwelcome this news was for us all and the considerable number of challenges this 
creates for you and many of your children.  I am truly grateful that we have such a 
strong, positive and supportive community around our school. 
 
Hopefully the following gives you an overview of the way ahead in school and 
signposts you to key information.  Please do see the banner on the front page of our 
website, which is where all key information - lockdown and coronavirus related - will be 
posted: Covid 19: Information for Parents 
 
 
Announcements about summer examinations 2021 
 
I sent an assembly message to students in Years 11, 12 and 13 regarding the recent 
announcement on public exams this Thursday.  You can view via this link here: 
Assembly for students taking public exams in Years 11-13 
 
As educational professionals and as a body of staff, we are feeling deeply frustrated and 
disappointed about the timing and lack of forward-planning regarding this issue.  
However, it is important to emphasise that students and you as parents/carers really 
should not panic too much on this front.   
 
We do not have any more detailed information than you about the situation.  We know 
that A-level and GCSE exams will not run as normal and we are unsure about the 
continuation of BTEC and other vocational assessments this summer (although we have 
continued to run the January assessments) but what we are sure of is that we will be 
asked to award Centre Assessed Grades and it seems certain that we will be asked to 
base these on as much robust evidence as possible.  This means that these will not be 
based solely on the grades your sons and daughters achieved in their mock exams last 
term.  The work that students continue to complete will be critical and we may well be 
asked to run further assessments when they return to school.  We hope to be able to run 
a further set of PPE (mock) GCSE exams in March and further assessments for A level 
students this term as well.  I would therefore ask that if you have children due to receive 
external qualifications this summer, you both reassure them not to panic or overly worry, 
but encourage them to continue engaging with online learning and working hard.   
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https://www.teignmouthsecondary.co.uk/covid-19/
https://youtu.be/DlSlrhbqkAA


Remote Learning 
 
As you will be aware, all students are now learning remotely until at least February 
half term. Our provision and expectation of students is outlined here.  There are a few 
summary details that I think are worth highlighting:  
 

- We are all using Google Classroom and Google Meet this time as a body of 
staff to teach remotely and engage with students. This creates uniformity and 
one key platform.  We are using Google because the feedback facilities and 
data capacity are more powerful and effective than Class Charts.  However, the 
drawback is that you as parents cannot have dual view of this as with Class 
Charts.  

- Therefore, we will signpost key information on Class Charts, which you as 
parents can see.   

- We will be closely monitoring student engagement with the remote learning 
and we are looking to mark this on Class Charts, so you can see that your 
children are keeping up to date with their learning, or also if they are falling 
behind.  More details will follow on this. 

- For Years 7-11, your child’s tutor will be online and ready to meet their tutor 
groups each Monday, Wednesday and Friday at tutor time (8.50). This will 
enable us to maintain contact and also allow us to be aware of issues.  

- For years 12-13 (Sixth Form students), on-line Tutor group sessions will take 
place on a Monday & Thursday at tutor time (8.50).  

- We are asking students to basically follow their timetable to organise their 
working day.  Students in Years 10 and above will largely have live or recorded 
lessons every period.  Students in Years 7-9 will have work for every lesson 
with at least two live/recorded lessons in the core subjects and one in non-core 
subjects every week. 

- If your son/daughter is logging in and continuing to work, well done to them! 
Remote learning is very different from being in the classroom and a lot more 
difficult for everyone. 

- DO NOT PANIC OR WORRY TOO MUCH IF THINGS GO WRONG.  THIS IS 
INEVITABLE AT TIMES WITH TECHNOLOGY INVOLVED AND A LOT OF 
COMPLEX FACTORS AT WORK.   

 
Please do contact your child’s relevant teacher with critical questions.  If your 
concerns are broader and based upon the remote learning provision as a whole, 
please contact: samantha.atkinson@teignmouth.devon.sch.uk  
 
 
Homework 
 
For Years 7 – 10, no homework will be set in addition to the lesson work that students 
undertake via Google Classrooms as part of their normal day to day remote studies.  
This will often involve extra work and organising work outside of lessons and we 
recognise that there is only so much independent work online that younger students will 
realistically be able to complete.  If your son/daughter is not challenged or busy enough, 
please let us know and we have plenty of interesting and exciting, extra learning 
opportunities to suggest! 
 

https://www.teignmouthsecondary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Preparation-for-future-lockdowns-home-learning-parents-Jan-8th-2021.pdf
mailto:samantha.atkinson@teignmouth.devon.sch.uk


For Years 11 – 13, additional homework will be set which supports the learning taking 
place in live/pre-recorded sessions and also helps to provide evidence that we may need 
to support how we award grades this summer. 
 
Time of the day/lessons 
 
While working remotely there is no need for staggered break times so we will move to all 
students (those in school and at home) following the timetable as below, as of Monday 
11 January: 
 

 Start End 

Registration / tutor period 8.50 9.10 

Period 1 9.10 10.10 

Period 2 10.10 11.10 

Break 11.10 11.45 

Period 3 11.45 12.45 

Period 4 12.45 1.45 

Lunch 1.45 2.15 

Period 5 2.15 3.15 

 
We recognise that concentrating online for an hour is not easy, and students will often 
need time to complete tasks, post work and take breaks between lessons.  Therefore the 
teacher content and posts will generally finish short of an hour. 
 
 
Devices 
 
We have ordered as many laptops as we can get hold of and we still have some devices 
to offer.  We may also be able to help with access to the internet and data.  I’m afraid that 
our resources are limited but if you are struggling in any of these capacities, please 
contact: Simon.kain@teignmouth.devon.sch.uk  
 
 
Free School Meals 
 
The government have just announced that they are re-launching another version of the 
voucher scheme for those eligible.  We will be in touch with those who are entitled to this 
provision as soon as we can, when we have details of this offer.     
 
 
Lateral Flow Device (LFD) Testing, or Asymptomatic Testing 
 
As I communicated over Christmas, despite the rushed nature and muddle of the 
announcement of this strategy, I think it is still to be welcomed. It means that as a school 
community we can reduce the risk of transmission, improve the safety of our community 
and reduce the amount of time that our students and staff have to self-isolate, minimising 
the impact on learning.   
 
We have had an amazing response to our request for volunteers.  Thank you so much!  
Due to the fact that we now do not have all students in school, we have utilized support 
and non-teaching staff to train to run these tests.  We therefore no longer need volunteer 
support as things stand, but we may well do in the future.   

mailto:Simon.kain@teignmouth.devon.sch.uk


 
We have been busy training and developing the capacity to run these LFD tests.  We will 
be beginning the testing process with staff from next week and I will be sending a 
separate letter to parents and carers seeking your permission to test your children in due 
course.  I would encourage you to read this carefully and give your consent for all of the 
above reasons. 
 
 
School for vulnerable children and children of critical workers 
 
The definition of critical workers has evolved and we recognise that some of you need to 
send your children to us in order to be able to carry out vital roles.  We want to support all 
of our students as well as we can, but we can only support a finite number in school 
safely whilst also running remote learning.  I would therefore ask that your children work 
from home if they can do so effectively.  If they are struggling, please let us know.   
 
To book your child/children into school as a critical worker, please email: 
Lea.carpenter@teignmouth.devon.sch.uk. You may be asked to prove your critical 
worker status with a staff ID badge, payslip or letter from your employer.    
 
To book your child/children into school as a vulnerable child, please email: 
justine.housecroft@teignmouth.devon.sch.uk 
 
 
Thank you again for your support and I do hope that this lockdown 3 goes as well as 
possible for you and your whole family.  As I’ve mentioned before, I have two sons at 
home in years 11 and 13.  On hearing of the recent lockdown, one son said ‘Whatever’ 
and reached for his skateboard and the PS4 controller; the other was worried and 
immediately started googling A-level results and university entries.  This time presents 
unique challenges to us all, but I really hope that we can support you and your children 
effectively and get through this positively, together. 
 
 
Best wishes, 

 
James O’Connell 
Principal 
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